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Khurshid Alam is a disaster and climate change
specialist with experience in 25 countries in Asia
and Africa. He was ActionAid’s Emergency Policy
Advisor in London and later managed a six-country
tsunami response programme until becoming
the Managing Director of ThinkAhead Limited
in 2006. He writes on humanitarian and climate
change issues. As a consultant, he has advised
developing disaster risk reduction and climate
change adaptation strategies, policies and projects
for governments in Malawi and Cambodia,
bilateral and UN agencies, international NGOs
and the Red Cross. An anthropologist by
training, he currently lives in Dhaka.
Jeremy Allouche is a Research Fellow at IDS
specialising in international political economy and
global environmental governance. He previously
worked at the University of Oxford (2008/09), the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology – MIT
(2007/08), at École Polytechnique Fédérale in
Lausanne where he was the director of the Water
Institutions and Management Competence Centre
(2003–07), at the Swiss Graduate Institute of
Public Administration (1999–2002) and at the
Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies, Geneva (2000–02). His fields
of interest are global environmental governance
and public–private partnerships, access to water
and sanitation and pro-poor regulation and the
political economy of climate change initiatives.
Simon Anderson is Head of the Climate Change
Group at the International Institute for
Environment and Development (IIED), where he
is conducting research for advocacy on climate
change adaptation effectiveness. His work
focuses on climate adaptation (effectiveness and
planning), programme management,
agroeconomic systems and agricultural science,
policy analysis, and monitoring and evaluation.
Simon was previously at the Central Research
and Evaluation Departments for the UK
Department for International Development
(DFID); and the Centre for Poverty Reduction
and Development at Imperial College, London.
He holds a PhD in Agricultural Sciences.
Jessica Ayers is a researcher in the Climate
Change Group at IIED, where she focuses on
pro-poor approaches to climate change
adaptation including planning, delivery and
monitoring and evaluation. She was previously
with the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Nepal working with the
Government of Nepal on the development of
their National Adaptation Programme of Action.
She holds a PhD on climate change governance
from the London School of Economics (LSE).
Raul Chambote holds a Masters in International
Development from the International
Development Department of the University of
Birmingham, a degree in International Relations
and Diplomacy from the Instituto Superior de
Relações Internacionais (ISRI), Mozambique and
a Certificate in Philosophy and Religious Studies
from Saint Bonaventure College, Lusaka. A
former Desk Officer in the SADC department of
the Mozambique Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation, he currently teaches Development
Studies at the Catholic University of
Mozambique. His current research interests
centre on African politics with a focus on the role
of the elites in development.
Blessings Chinsinga is based at the Department of
Political and Administrative Studies at
Chancellor College, University of Malawi, where
he is an Associate Professor. His main interests
include institutions and development, political
economy of policy processes, poverty and rural
livelihoods, democracy and decentralisation, local
level politics and climate change adaptation. He
is a member of several international research
consortia including Future Agricultures
Consortium (FAC), coordinated by IDS.
Paul Guthiga is currently a policy analyst at the
International Livestock Research Institute
(ILRI). He brings experience in agricultural
policy analysis and economics of natural resource
management and governance in the East Africa
region. He has previously worked on the
economics of Reducing Emissions from
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Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD)
implementation; dynamics of reforms process in
the forestry sector; economics of forest
management and regional agricultural policy
analysis in support of the Comprehensive African
Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP).
Sven Harmeling has worked with Germanwatch as
Senior Advisor Climate and Development since
2005. His focus areas of work are adaptation in the
UNFCCC negotiations, the Adaptation Fund, and
other aspects of climate finance. He also serves as
chair of the climate change working group of the
German Association of Development NGOs
(VENRO). Prior to his involvement with
Germanwatch, he worked as consultant for the
Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Energy and
Environment. Through his studies in Hannover,
Vienna and Bonn, he holds a diploma in geography,
political sciences and environmental economics.
Leonardo Hasenclever has a degree in Veterinary
Medicine from the Federal University of Minas
Gerais in Brazil and a Masters in Economic
Management of the Environment from the
Centre for the Study of Economics, Environment
and Agriculture of the University of Brasília
(CEEMA/UnB). Having worked as an
Environmental Analyst for the Brazilian
Environment Agency (IBAMA) and as an
Environmental Economics researcher for various
academic institutions and NGOs, he is currently
working on REDD+ and indigenous peoples’
issues at the International Institute of Education
(IEB) in Brazil (www.iieb.org.br).
Rocío Hiraldo recently completed a Masters in
Development Studies at IDS. She also holds a BA
in Social and Cultural Anthropology. She has
worked as a consultant and research assistant on
the political economy of REDD+ with a focus on
Brazil and other research projects related to
climate change at IDS. Through a power analysis
of the conceptualisation and negotiation of
climate change her Masters thesis analysed the
role of REDD+ to improve community
participation in forestry decision-making in
Indonesia.
Muhammad Jahedul Huq is a Research Officer in
Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk
Reduction at ActionAid Bangladesh. He has a
Masters in Human Ecology from the Department
of Human Ecology, Free University of Brussels,
Belgium. He also completed an MSc in Geography
and Environment from Jahangirnagar University,
Bangladesh.
Sumaiya S. Kabir was an International Climate
Champion of the British Council Bangladesh and
graduated with a BSc in Environmental Science
from North South University. She is an associate
consultant at ThinkAhead Limited engaged in
research projects on climate change and disasters.
Currently, she is doing a Masters in Disaster
Management at BRAC University, Dhaka.
Alpha O. Kaloga has been a Climate Change
Adaptation Advisor with Germanwatch since
2008. He works on adaptation to climate change
and particularly on the Adaptation Fund. He
comes from Guinea Conakry and is based in
Bonn, where he also studied. He is a graduate of
the Friedrich Wilhelm University and holds a
MA in International Relations, Economic Policy
and Public Law.
Nanki Kaur is a researcher in the Climate
Change Group at IIED. Her work focuses on
climate change adaptation and financing;
institutional dimensions of natural resource
governance; and pro-poor development. Before
joining IIED, Nanki worked with the Overseas
Development Institute (ODI) on climate change
adaptation planning and water governance; and
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) in
Delhi on natural resource governance. She holds
an MSc in Environmental Social Science.
Richard J.T. Klein is a senior research fellow at the
Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) and an
adjunct professor at the Centre for Climate Science
and Policy Research of Linköping University.
Richard leads SEI’s research theme of ‘Reducing
climate risk’. His own work focuses on adaptation
finance and governance, vulnerability assessment,
the role of the private sector in adaptation, and the
links between climate and development. Richard is
the founder and editor-in-chief of the academic
journal Climate and Development. He has been an
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) author since 1994, and co-director and chief
scientist of the Nordic Centre of Excellence NORD-
STAR since 2011.
Sönke Kreft has worked for Germanwatch as
Senior Advisor Climate and Insurance since 2008.
He focuses on adaptation strategies to climate
change with a particular focus on disaster risk
management and insurance solutions and
effective ways to implement these. He is an
Associated Researcher with the United Nations
University EHS (Institute for Environment and
Human Security) Programme. Prior to working
with Germanwatch, he was involved in research
projects with the German Technical Cooperation
(GTZ) and with MunichRe. Sönke holds an MSc
in Global Change Management and a BSc in
Agricultural Science after studying at the
University of Sustainable Development,
Eberswalde, the University of Göttingen and the
University of Wales, Bangor.
Ronald Mangani has a PhD in Economics from
the University of Cape Town. He has over 15
years of experience in university teaching,
professional training, research and consultancy,
and is currently Senior Lecturer in Economics at
Chancellor College, University of Malawi. He
has carried out many research and consultancy
assignments for the Government of Malawi and
a wide range of international organisations.
Among other related engagements, he was the
local team leader for a recently concluded
economic study under the Malawi Poverty and
Environment Initiative.
Annett Möhner pursues PhD research in the field
of climate adaptation, international policy and
development. She works at the UNFCCC Climate
Change Secretariat in Bonn, Germany, where
she currently supports the implementation of the
Cancun Adaptation Framework and the Nairobi
work programme on impacts, vulnerability and
adaptation to climate change.
Peter Mvula is a socioeconomist, gender analyst
and trainer based at the Centre for Social
Research (CSR) at Chancellor College, University
of Malawi, where he is a Senior Research Fellow.
His main research interests include rural
livelihoods and poverty, the dynamics of common
pool resources and climate change adaptation with
gender and HIV/AIDS as crosscutting
considerations in these areas. He has published
extensively on rural livelihoods, food security,
poverty analysis, and disaster and relief operations.
Lars Otto Naess is a Research Fellow in the
Climate Change and Development Centre at
IDS. His current research interests include social
and institutional dimensions of adaptation to
climate change, as well as policy processes on
climate change and agriculture at national and
sub-national levels. Much of his recent work has
focused on Africa, in particular Tanzania, Kenya,
Malawi and Ethiopia. He managed the
DFID/IDRC Climate Change Adaptation in
Africa (CCAA) ‘Research to Policy for
Adaptation’ (RPA), and currently coordinates the
Climate Change Theme of the DFID-funded
Future Agricultures Consortium (FAC).
Peter Newell is Professor of International
Development at the University of East Anglia
(UEA) and Economic and Research Council
(ESRC) Climate Change Leadership Fellow for
the Governance of Clean Development Project. He
has worked on different aspects of climate change
and development for 18 years. This has included
policy and advisory work for governments,
international and civil society organisations and
businesses. His publications include the books
Climate for Change (Cambridge University Press),
Governing Climate Change (Routledge) and Climate
Capitalism (Cambridge University Press). He has
worked at the universities of Warwick, Oxford and
Sussex (IDS), as well as for FLACSO Argentina
and Climate Network Europe in Brussels.
Andrew Newsham brings practical and
theoretical insights from sociology, anthropology
and geography to a research agenda which
focuses on environment and development in
Southern Africa and South America. One area of
expertise relates to local knowledge and
participation in combined conservation and
development initiatives (Argentina, Namibia,
Zimbabwe). Another strand explores the
potential of local agro-ecological knowledge as a
form of adaptive capacity to climate change
impacts on agriculture. A third line of enquiry
considers the extent to which climate change
concerns are being mainstreamed into Southern
African development policy and practice
(Namibia and Mozambique).
Jon Phillips is Research Assistant on the
Governance of Clean Development (GCD)
project (www.clean-development.com) at the
School of International Development, University
of East Anglia. His current research on the GCD
project investigates the politics of energy
finance, climate finance and carbon markets and
the significance of the governance of these
mechanisms in guiding a transitions to
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decarbonised energy production in India, South
Africa and globally. His previous work includes
scalar analysis of gendered water politics in
Liberia and studies of the paleochemistry of
oceans as global greenhouse gas sinks.
Emily Polack is a researcher in land rights at the
Natural Resources Group at IIED. She holds a
Masters of Law in International Development
and Human Rights. She has worked in
community-based natural resource management
and transboundary water conflicts in the Mekong
Region, and her research interests are in the
shaping and use of law in national and
transnational activism for environmental and
social justice. Prior to joining IIED, Emily
worked at IDS where she worked on governance
and accountability dimensions of climate change
adaptation and on child-centred adaptation and
disaster risk reduction.
Pallav Purohit is a Research Scholar at the
International Institute for Applied Systems
Analysis (IIASA), Austria; and a Visiting Fellow of
the Governance of Clean Development Project at
the University of East Anglia. He is working on the
Greenhouse Gas and Air Pollution Interactions
and Synergies (GAINS) project of IIASA. He holds
a PhD in energy policy and planning from the
Indian Institute of Technology in Delhi. His
research interests include science; technology and
policy focused on energy and environmental issues
of developing countries; renewable energy; the
clean development mechanism; air pollution
control and health issues.
Fran Seballos is a Research Officer at IDS
specialising in climate change adaptation work.
With 14 years of experience working in the field of
climate change adaptation, environmental
conservation and community-based decision-
making, Fran’s interests lie at the interface
between human development and natural resource
management. Her particular interests are around
the impact of climate and disasters on social and
ecological systems, the role of decentralised
governance and participatory decision-making and
understanding processes that influence change.
Md Shamsuddoha is one of the leading
researchers on climate change in Bangladesh. He
is the Chief Executive at Participatory Research
and Development Initiates (PRDI) and
previously the former General Secretary of
Equity and Justice Working Group Bangladesh
(EquityBd). He is familiar with the climate
change negotiations of the UNFCCC, which he
closely follows, especially in relation to
adaptation and finance. Shamsuddoha writes on
core climate change politics and diplomacy and
has published high-profile reports.
Alex Shankland is a Fellow with the Power,
Participation and Social Change Team at IDS,
working on rights, democratisation and
citizen–state engagement in health system
reform, water and sanitation, local governance,
protected area management and climate change
policy, principally in Brazil and Portuguese-
speaking Africa. His current research focuses on
theories and practices of democratic
representation and political participation, with
particular reference to indigenous peoples and
other marginalised minorities.
Moshahida Sultana is a lecturer of Economics at
the Department of Accounting and Information
Systems, University of Dhaka, and previously
taught at the Department of Economics of BRAC
University and Jahangirnagar University. She has
researched in the area of environmental
economics, globalisation, political economy and
migration. Moshahida is currently the Secretary of
the National Energy and Water Consumer Forum
of Bangladesh (NEWCFB), and also regularly
writes op-eds in leading daily newspapers in
Bangladesh. Besides teaching, research, and
writing she has provided consultancy services to
the International Labour Organization (ILO),
International Organization for Migration (IOM)
and various NGOs in Bangladesh.
Thomas Tanner is a Research Fellow at IDS
specialising in climate change adaptation and its
links to poverty and development. He has been
engaged for 15 years with environment and
development issues as a researcher, practitioner,
policymaker and negotiator on UN conventions
and climate change and desertification. His work
centres on the implications of climate change
impacts and response strategies for poverty,
vulnerability and social justice. Specific interests
include tools for mainstreaming climate change
into development cooperation, child-centred
approaches to disaster risk reduction and
adaptation, organisational responses to climate
change, and the political economy of climate
change initiatives.
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